Meeting for worship

GILDERSOMEriends Meeting
House75 Street Lane, Gildersome,
Leeds, LS27 7THX

tel: 0113 2564944 or 07973 450
368

Sundays, 10.45 am

ILKLEYFriends Meeting House

Queens Road, llkley, Leeds, LS29 9QJ

tel: 01943 600 806 or 01943 601
181
Sundays, 10.30 am

ADEL Friends Meeting House
New Adel Lane, Leeds LS16 6AZ
tel: 0113 2676293

Sundays, 10.45 am

CARLTON HILL Central Leeds
Friends Meeting House

188 Woodhouse Lane, Leeds,
LS2 9DX

tel: 0113 2422208

Meetings for worship:
Sundays, 10.45 am

ROUNDHAYriends Meeting House
136 Street Lane, Leeds, LS8 2BW
tel: 0113 2933684

Sundays, 10.45 am

OTLEYFriends Meeting

1st Sunday of month 10:45 at vari-
ous houses.

3rd Sunday every month in The
Court House usually in the Robing
room .

Enquiries :0113 318 8084

dmr@cooptel.net

RAWDONFriends Meeting House-
Quakers Lane, Rawdon, Leeds,
LS19 6HU

tel: 07582 960092

Sundays, 10.45 am

LEEDS UNIVERSITY

Tuesdays, 1.05pm

In Claire Chapel, The Emmanuel
Centre which is alongside the main
entrance to the University of Leeds
Campus opposite the Parkinson
Building (with the white clock tow-
er).

Organised by the Leeds Universities
Chaplaincy

Bedford Court
First and third Wednesdays,
10.00 am
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INDEPENDENCE FROM AMERICA DAY, MENWITH HILL
4 JULY 2014

R ainy afternoon, not very inviting, but this is an
important annual event. Martin Schweiger of
Roundhay Meeting does a huge amount to support
Lindis Percy in the weekly vigil at Menwith Hill, and
| rarely manage to join in. The least | can do is to
go along once a year and swell the numbers.

% | persuade a
i friend from my
Meeting to take
me in his car, and
j we drive along
roads colourfully
decorated with
enthusiastic prep-
arations for the
Grand Départ.
The rain slowly
clears after we

. arrive, and we
stay for about two hours, long enough to hear folk-
singer Roy Bailey and two of the excellent speak-
ers: American anti-war activist David Swanson,
author of War is a Lie (whose remarks on the irony
and tragedy of American foreign policy are well
worth viewing on davidswanson.org), and MI5
whistleblower Annie Machon (who speaks elo-
quently about her experiences on the run, the dan-
gers of the contemporary surveillance culture in

the UK and the USA, and the heroism of Edward
Snowden). Margaret Nunnerley from llkley Meeting
is selling copies of her new book, Surveillance, Se-
crecy and Sovereignty: How a Peace Campaign
Challenged the Activities of a US Base in Britain.

The supporters are good-natured and enthusiastic in

their appreciation, despite the chill and the damp.

l't6s swbettexperience.
pressing to find such ugliness in the midst of this
lovely Yorkshire landscape i one more example of
the human potential for diverting the beauties of na-
ture to ignoble ends i
but the determination,
solidarity and perse-
verance of the folk
who work toward a
better world i lead-
ing, inspiring, speak- |
ing, writing, or simply
striving and support-
ing 7 is immensely
heartening. It en-
courages us to keep
the candle burning.

Barbara Parry
Rawdon Local Meeting
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Surveillance, Secrecy and Sovereignty By Margaret Nunnerley

Magaret Nunnerley has been a Quaker for over 40 years and is a member of llkley Meeting.

This is a review by Peter Coltman of her book i
The cost of publication of the book was met by generous donations from Quaker Outreach in Yorkshire,
Leeds Area Meeting Finance and Trusts Committee, The Sir James Reckitt Charity, Hull, and individual
donations by many Friends.

M enwith Hill Station near Harrogate is an area of
545 acres which was leased to the United
States in 1954 in a secret deal negotiated by the last
Churchill government without reference to parliament.
The fiction that it is an RAF station is still maintained i
try googling the name - but the chief function of the
commanding RAF officer, who is junior in rank to his
US counterpart, appears to be is liaison with the
American staff whose numbers have grown year on
year. In 1960, it had 400 US personnel. By 2007,
this had increased to 1410 US and 433 UK staff. And 8.
the key question is: to whom are they accountable? [ \ 1 N‘ N oo

AN (i INLLN N ALK -
Who owns the base? Who controls it? What rights il VALY | w/ VY X/i;""“,:,
does parliament have over what happens there? o ) \ /f 7

Who pays? What would its role be in a nuclear war? ks P\
What powers would the UK government have over the R "
base in a conflict where UK and US foreign polices : 3 i
differed? This is what the Campaign for the Account-
ability of American Bases set out to discover and in
her book, 6Surveill ance,
Margaret Nunnerley charts the history of the move-
ment and discusses difficult and sometimes challeng-
ing questions: were the campaign methods appropri- A
ate? What success did they achieve? And at what

cost to the campaigners?

>
ol

confirming how much parlia-

ment is not allowed to know.

The CAAB is not strictly a Quaker NGO, though one

of its two key figures, Anni Rainbow, is a Quaker 1

she has now retired - and the other, Lindis Percy, is  expansion in 1997 was heralded by the need for planning
an Attender. But it adheres to Quaker values in its permission to build two new giant radomes.

methods of peaceful, non-violent campaigning and

protest. What methods has it used? Asking questions in parliament. These often prompted the

standard reply, 6This is con

Gather information bV Walkinq on Menwith Hill. This the Code of Practice on Access to Government Infor-
produced some remarkable successes including ma- mat i on o

terial which formed the basis for a Despatches docu-  |owed to know. Nonetheless, carefully worded questions
mentary on Channel 4 in 1991 yielded nuggets which put together built an informational
Monitoring planning applications. This often sig- map about the. function of the bases i Mgnwith Hill is one of
nalled changes in the use of the base. A significant ten US bases in the UK - the lack of leasing arrangements,
Continued on page 4

, thus confirming ho
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personnel numbers, the power or lack of it for Local  sacrifices made by its campaigners? These are difficult
Authorities over planning applications, who pays for  questions to ask in the face of such dedication. In Chap-
what and what power the UK government has over  ter 7, Margaret Nunnerley attempts an evaluation by ask-

the use of the bases for overseas operations. Ital-  jng not only the campaigners themselves but a number

so underlined the fact that, as Menzies Campbell of the people associated with their work: lawyer, academ-
wrote in 2007, Odour govV- ic, parliamentarian and journalist. Mark
ernment allows Ameri- This is a fascinating book meticulously  Stephens, the lawyer, speaks for the

Ca.n enclaves on British researched and with a wealth of detail ' €St W h_ € n. he says,
soil, protected from par- portant campaign; its legacy must not
liamentary scrutiny or be | ost. 6

public debateb6.

Exchanging information with other concerned i .

Its relevance to us all was underlined in 2013 when Ed-
groups .

ward Snowden laid bare the extent and manner of US
As Margaret Nunnerl ey no tsgillance rbugHdithevirdland Bidtigh¥dmplicity in
questions were asked about US bases notonly by jt: one of the most striking features was the ignorance of

peace groups but also by citizens concerned with our parliament and the failures of oversight .
civil liberties, by parliamentarians concerned with

concealment from parliament of the bases activities

and by business and commercial groups asking This is a fascinating book meticulously researched and
what use was made of the intercepted information with a wealth of detail in its 150 pages. But it is not a dif-
and whether it was used for other than military pur-  ficult read: the dogged determination of the campaigners
poses. 6 The CAB f il es <sgamsithechntrivancestoieggvermneent & a ¢ontinutl e -
quent correspondence to build up their knowledge spiration.
for, as Professor Paul Rogers says, O6Gathering de-
tailed information and using it to challenge the mili-
tary and the Government is more important than Purchase o6Surveillance, Sect
any protest. o (price £7.99 +£1.99 P&P) .

By phone: 01904 430868
Testing laws relating to the base by email: engs@yps-publishing.co.uk

This part of the campaign was the most onerous
and a substantial part of the book is devoted to four
case studies. They produce a fascinating insight
into the workings of the law when the rights of the
individual conflict with the desires of the state but
the exploration took place at enormous personal
cost to Lindis Percy who was the main campaigner.
She was endlessly arrested and frequently jailed Peter Coltman
where she was then subjected to the standard abus- Adel Meeting
es of imprisonment , such as strip-searching. Itis
clear that she is an immensely brave and dedicated
woman.

But what does the campaign amount to? Has it
made a real difference? And has it been worth the


mailto:enqs@yps-publishing.co.uk
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Words With CND-July 11th

J uly 11. Middayish. The vast
space in front of Leeds Art
Gallery. The sun shone warmly
on the righteous. Were we
righteous, or mistaken? A few
Leeds Quakers joined a few
people from CND
Tr i diepreferéed options on
the placards were NHS and
climate. We stood on the steps,
then sat on the steps, then
changed places, chatted a bit T
we were unimpressive but the
metres of pink knitting were
amazingly impressive.

meant to be bei.l
copied him and for a few mo-
ments we sat together in a
bubble of breathing Quaker
silence i breeze, voices, traf-
fic, clicking cameras faded

d wa ys alye @v inrog
hard to know what to do
when we join in with some-
one el sebs even
was Yorkshire C
Was it campaigning, a pho-
toshoot, or a prayerful vigil.

Or all of the above? Next

time we do it, and we will, we

st

A friend who P need to give
hadndt Hdone i ‘morethought
this before sat | 5,san Robinso to Wha‘t we

i are trying to
beside me. Otley Meeting -
After a bit he doin thls op-
said 6albendot we . portunity.




